
INDICATIONS FOR TESTING
Patient presents with a palpable nodule in the thyroid gland

Hypoechoic
Irregular borders
Intranodal vascularity
Microcalcifications >1 cm or 
increasing in size
History of radiation exposure

Other sonographic 
appearance and 
negative history

Thyroxine, Free 
(Free T4) 
0070138

RAI scan

Thyroid Nodules Testing
Click here for topics associated with this algorithm

Adapted with permission from Malabanan, A.O., Meikle, A.W., Swenson, L., Bope, E.T., and Blackwell, E.K. Evaluation of Thyroid Nodules. In Choose the Right Tests: Endocrine Disorders. Columbus, 
Ohio: Anadem Publishing, 2004. p. 52-53. 

Lower risk nodule
Low TSH

Thyroid ultrasound

Thyroid Stimulating 
Hormone 0070145 

Fine needle aspiration of 
nodule and 

genetic testing 

Fine needle aspiration 
of nodule
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Higher risk nodule
Normal or high TSH

elevated

Family history of 
thyroid malignancy

Consider Multiple Endocrine 
Neoplasia Type 2 (MEN2) 

OR

Surgery Follow upRepeat FNA

nondiagnostic

Close follow up or 
surgery

Surgery

nondiagnosticmalignant indeterminate benign

Multiple Endocrine 
Neoplasia Type 2 

(MEN2) and Familial 
Medullary Thyroid 

Carcinoma (FMTC), 
by Sequencing 

0051390

Consider Multiple 
Endocrine Neoplasia 

Type 2 (MEN2) 
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